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Passages on New/Old person  
(Carl Jones  5-21-23  ConversationsInChrist.net) 

 
 

New and Old Persons Contrasted Directly  

Eph 4. 17 With the Lord’s authority I say this: Live no longer as the Gentiles do, for they are hopelessly 
confused. 18 Their minds are full of darkness; they wander far from the life God gives because they 
have closed their minds and hardened their hearts against him. 19 They have no sense of shame. They 
live for lustful pleasure and eagerly practice every kind of impurity. 20 But that isn’t what you learned 
about Christ. 21 Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, 22 
throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 23 
Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like 
God—truly righteous and holy. 
 
Col 3.5 Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a 
greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 6 Because of these sins, the anger of 
God is coming. 7 You used to do these things when your life was still part of this world. 8 But now is the 
time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to each other, 
for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. 10 Put on your new nature, and 
be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him. 11 In this new life, it doesn’t 
matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. 
Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us. 
 
2Cor 5.14 Either way, Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe 
that we have all died to our old life. 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will 
no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 16 So 
we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ 
merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now! 17 This means that anyone who 
belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 
 
1 Pet 1. 21 Through Christ you have come to trust in God. And you have placed your faith and hope in 
God because he raised Christ from the dead and gave him great glory. 22 You were cleansed from 
your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show sincere love to each other as brothers and 
sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart. 23 For you have been born again, but not to a life 
that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of 
God. 24 As the Scriptures say, “People are like grass; their beauty is like a flower in the field. The grass 
withers and the flower fades. 25 But the word of the Lord remains forever.” And that word is the Good 
News that was preached to you. 
 
Gal 3. 26 For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 And all who have been united 
with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. 28 There is no longer Jew or 
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Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And now that you 
belong to Christ, you are the true children of Abraham. You are his heirs, and God’s promise to 
Abraham belongs to you. 
 
Rom 6.7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 8 And since we died with 
Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the 
dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 10When he died, he died 
once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God. 11 So you also 
should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus. 12 Do 
not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let any part of your body 
become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were 
dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the 
glory of God. 14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. 
Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace. 
 
Gal 6. 14 As for me, may I never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Because of that cross, my interest in this world has been crucified, and the world’s interest in me has 
also died. 15 It doesn’t matter whether we have been circumcised or not. What counts is whether we 
have been transformed into a new creation. 16May God’s peace and mercy be upon all who live by this 
principle; they are the new people of God. 
 
Col 2.20 You have died with Christ, and he has set you free from the spiritual powers of this world. So 
why do you keep on following the rules of the world, such as, 21 “Don’t handle! Don’t taste! Don’t 
touch!”? 22 Such rules are mere human teachings about things that deteriorate as we use them. 23 
These rules may seem wise because they require strong devotion, pious self-denial, and severe bodily 
discipline. But they provide no help in conquering a person’s evil desires. 
 

Misc Contrasts: Light/Dark, Near/Far, etc.  

Col 1.11 We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you will have all the 
endurance and patience you need. May you be filled with joy, 12 always thanking the Father. He has 
enabled you to share in the inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light. 13 For he has 
rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, 14 who 
purchased our freedom and forgave our sins. Christ Is Supreme 15 Christ is the visible image of the 
invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, 16 for through 
him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and 
the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. 
Everything was created through him and for him. 17 He existed before anything else, and he holds all 
creation together. 18 Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, 
supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 19 For God in all his fullness was 
pleased to live in Christ, 20 and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with 
everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 21 This includes you who 
were once far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and 
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actions. 22 Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. 
As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand 
before him without a single fault. 23 But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. 
Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News. The Good News 
has been preached all over the world, and I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it. 
 
Col 3.1 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, 
where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 2 Think about the things of heaven, not the 
things of earth. 3 For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And when 
Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory. 5 So put to death 
the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 
and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 
6 Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming. 
 
Rom 7.5 When we were controlled by our old nature, sinful desires were at work within us, and the law 
aroused these evil desires that produced a harvest of sinful deeds, resulting in death. 6 But now we 
have been released from the law, for we died to it and are no longer captive to its power. Now we can 
serve God, not in the old way of obeying the letter of the law, but in the new way of living in the Spirit. 
 
2Cor 3.4 We are confident of all this because of our great trust in God through Christ. 5 It is not that we 
think we are qualified to do anything on our own. Our qualification comes from God. 6 He has enabled 
us to be ministers of his new covenant. This is a covenant not of written laws, but of the Spirit. The old 
written covenant ends in death; but under the new covenant, the Spirit gives life. 7 The old way, with 
laws etched in stone, led to death, though it began with such glory that the people of Israel could not 
bear to look at Moses’ face. For his face shone with the glory of God, even though the brightness was 
already fading away. 8 Shouldn’t we expect far greater glory under the new way, now that the Holy 
Spirit is giving life? 9 If the old way, which brings condemnation, was glorious, how much more glorious 
is the new way, which makes us right with God! 10 In fact, that first glory was not glorious at all 
compared with the overwhelming glory of the new way. 11 So if the old way, which has been replaced, 
was glorious, how much more glorious is the new, which remains forever! 
 
Eph 5. 6 Don’t be fooled by those who try to excuse these sins, for the anger of God will fall on all who 
disobey him. 7 Don’t participate in the things these people do. 8 For once you were full of darkness, but 
now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of light! 9 For this light within you produces only 
what is good and right and true. 10 Carefully determine what pleases the Lord. 11 Take no part in the 
worthless deeds of evil and darkness; instead, expose them. 12 It is shameful even to talk about the 
things that ungodly people do in secret. 13 But their evil intentions will be exposed when the light 
shines on them, 14 for the light makes everything visible. This is why it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, rise 
up from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” 
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Adam vs Christ  

Rom 5.15 But there is a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious gift. For the sin of this 
one man, Adam, brought death to many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of 
forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus Christ. 16 And the result of God’s gracious gift is 
very different from the result of that one man’s sin. For Adam’s sin led to condemnation, but God’s free 
gift leads to our being made right with God, even though we are guilty of many sins. 17 For the sin of 
this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and 
his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one 
man, Jesus Christ. 18 Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of 
righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for everyone. 19 Because one person 
disobeyed God, many became sinners. But because one other person obeyed God, many will be made 
righteous. 20God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. But as people 
sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more abundant. 21 So just as sin ruled over all 
people and brought them to death, now God’s wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right standing 
with God and resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
1Cor 15.42 It is the same way with the resurrection of the dead. Our earthly bodies are planted in the 
ground when we die, but they will be raised to live forever. 43Our bodies are buried in brokenness, but 
they will be raised in glory. They are buried in weakness, but they will be raised in strength. 44 They 
are buried as natural human bodies, but they will be raised as spiritual bodies. For just as there are 
natural bodies, there are also spiritual bodies. 45 The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam, became 
a living person.” But the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a life-giving Spirit. 46What comes first is the 
natural body, then the spiritual body comes later. 47 Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of 
the earth, while Christ, the second man, came from heaven. 48 Earthly people are like the earthly man, 
and heavenly people are like the heavenly man. 49 Just as we are now like the earthly man, we will 
someday be like the heavenly man. 50What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical 
bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever. 
 

Sin Nature vs The Spirit  

Rom 8.1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you 
belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 
3 The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did 
what the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that 
body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 4 He did 
this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful 
nature but instead follow the Spirit. 5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful 
things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So 
letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads 
to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it 
never will. 8 That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please 
God. 9 But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you have the 
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Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them 
do not belong to him at all.) 10 And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because 
of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made right with God. 11 The Spirit of God, who 
raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will 
give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. 12 Therefore, dear brothers and 
sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. 13 For if you live by its 
dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful 
nature, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
 
Gal 5. 4 For if you are trying to make yourselves right with God by keeping the law, you have been cut 
off from Christ! You have fallen away from God’s grace. 5 But we who live by the Spirit eagerly wait to 
receive by faith the righteousness God has promised to us. 6 For when we place our faith in Christ 
Jesus, there is no benefit in being circumcised or being uncircumcised. What is important is faith 
expressing itself in love. 7 You were running the race so well. Who has held you back from following 
the truth? 8 It certainly isn’t God, for he is the one who called you to freedom. 9 This false teaching is 
like a little yeast that spreads through the whole batch of dough! 10 I am trusting the Lord to keep you 
from believing false teachings. God will judge that person, whoever he is, who has been confusing you. 
11 Dear brothers and sisters, if I were still preaching that you must be circumcised—as some say I 
do—why am I still being persecuted? If I were no longer preaching salvation through the cross of 
Christ, no one would be offended. 12 I just wish that those troublemakers who want to mutilate you by 
circumcision would mutilate themselves. 13 For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers 
and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve 
one another in love. 14 For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you are always biting and devouring one another, watch out! Beware of 
destroying one another. Living by the Spirit’s Power 16 So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. 
Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves. 17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is 
just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what 
the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to 
carry out your good intentions. 18 But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation 
to the law of Moses. 
 

Sin Nature Crucified/Cut  

Rom 6.5 Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We 
know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. 
We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 
8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9We are sure of this because 
Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 
10When he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of 
God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God 
through Christ Jesus. 
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Gal 2. 16 Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the 
law. And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be made right with God because of our 
faith in Christ, not because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right with God by 
obeying the law.” 17 But suppose we seek to be made right with God through faith in Christ and then 
we are found guilty because we have abandoned the law. Would that mean Christ has led us into sin? 
Absolutely not! 18 Rather, I am a sinner if I rebuild the old system of law I already tore down. 19 For 
when I tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So I died to the law—I stopped trying to meet all its 
requirements—so that I might live for God. 20 My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping the law 
could make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ to die. 
 
Col 2. 11When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ 
performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature. 12 For you were buried with 
Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the 
mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. 13 You were dead because of your sins and 
because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave 
all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the 
cross. 15 In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his 
victory over them on the cross.  
 

Slavery of Sin Nature 

12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let any part of your 
body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you 
were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for 
the glory of God. 14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the 
law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace. 15 Well then, since God’s grace has set us 
free from the law, does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not! 16 Don’t you realize that you 
become the slave of whatever you choose to obey? You can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or 
you can choose to obey God, which leads to righteous living. 17 Thank God! Once you were slaves of 
sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you. 18 Now you are free from your 
slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living. 19 Because of the weakness of your 
human nature, I am using the illustration of slavery to help you understand all this. Previously, you let 
yourselves be slaves to impurity and lawlessness, which led ever deeper into sin. Now you must give 
yourselves to be slaves to righteous living so that you will become holy. 20When you were slaves to 
sin, you were free from the obligation to do right. 21 And what was the result? You are now ashamed of 
the things you used to do, things that end in eternal doom. 22 But now you are free from the power of 
sin and have become slaves of God. Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal 
life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
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Rom 7.4 So, my dear brothers and sisters, this is the point: You died to the power of the law when you 
died with Christ. And now you are united with the one who was raised from the dead. As a result, we 
can produce a harvest of good deeds for God. 5 When we were controlled by our old nature, sinful 
desires were at work within us, and the law aroused these evil desires that produced a harvest of sinful 
deeds, resulting in death. 6 But now we have been released from the law, for we died to it and are no 
longer captive to its power. Now we can serve God, not in the old way of obeying the letter of the law, 
but in the new way of living in the Spirit. 
 
Rom 7.14 So the trouble is not with the law, for it is spiritual and good. The trouble is with me, for I am 
all too human, a slave to sin. 15 I don’t really understand myself, for I want to do what is right, but I 
don’t do it. Instead, I do what I hate. 16 But if I know that what I am doing is wrong, this shows that I 
agree that the law is good. 17 So I am not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. 18 And 
I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. I want to do what is right, but I can’t. 19 
I want to do what is good, but I don’t. I don’t want to do what is wrong, but I do it anyway. 20 But if I do 
what I don’t want to do, I am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. 21 I have 
discovered this principle of life—that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. 22 I 
love God’s law with all my heart. 23 But there is another power within me that is at war with my mind. 
This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. 24Oh, what a miserable person I am! 
Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death? 25 Thank God! The answer is in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. So you see how it is: In my mind I really want to obey God’s law, but because of 
my sinful nature I am a slave to sin. 
 
Eph 2.1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in 
sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. 
He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way, 
following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were 
subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 
5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the 
dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So 
God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness 
toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 
 

New Birth / Born Again 

Titus 3. 4 But—“When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, 5 he saved us, not because of 
the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a 
new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. 6 He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 7 Because of his grace he declared us righteous and gave us confidence that 
we will inherit eternal life.” 8 This is a trustworthy saying, and I want you to insist on these teachings so 
that all who trust in God will devote themselves to doing good. These teachings are good and beneficial 
for everyone. 
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James 1.16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Whatever is good and perfect comes 
down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts 
a shifting shadow. 18 He chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word. And we, out of all creation, 
became his prized possession. 
 
1Pet 1.3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have 
been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, 
4 and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and 
undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 5 And through your faith, God is protecting you by 
his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see. 6 
So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for a little 
while. 
 
1John 3.1 See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! 
But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they don’t 
know him. 2 Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be 
like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is. 3 
And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he is pure. 4 Everyone who 
sins is breaking God’s law, for all sin is contrary to the law of God. 5 And you know that Jesus came to 
take away our sins, and there is no sin in him. 6 Anyone who continues to live in him will not sin. But 
anyone who keeps on sinning does not know him or understand who he is. 7 Dear children, don’t let 
anyone deceive you about this: When people do what is right, it shows that they are righteous, even as 
Christ is righteous. 8 But when people keep on sinning, it shows that they belong to the devil, who has 
been sinning since the beginning. But the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil. 9 Those 
who have been born into God’s family do not make a practice of sinning, because God’s life is in them. 
So they can’t keep on sinning, because they are children of God. 10 So now we can tell who are 
children of God and who are children of the devil. Anyone who does not live righteously and does not 
love other believers does not belong to God. 
 
John 3. 3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of 
God.” 4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s 
womb and be born again?” 5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God 
without being born of water and the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit 
gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is 
going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.” 
 

Human Effort  

Gal 3.1 Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the meaning of Jesus Christ’s 
death was made as clear to you as if you had seen a picture of his death on the cross. 2 Let me ask 
you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of Moses? Of course not! You 
received the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ. 3 How foolish can you 
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be? After starting your Christian lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by your 
own human effort? 4 Have you experienced so much for nothing? Surely it was not in vain, was it? 5 I 
ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you because you obey the 
law? Of course not! It is because you believe the message you heard about Christ. 
 
Gal 4. 21 Tell me, you who want to live under the law, do you know what the law actually says? 22 The 
Scriptures say that Abraham had two sons, one from his slave wife and one from his freeborn wife. 23 
The son of the slave wife was born in a human attempt to bring about the fulfillment of God’s promise. 
But the son of the freeborn wife was born as God’s own fulfillment of his promise. 24 These two women 
serve as an illustration of God’s two covenants. The first woman, Hagar, represents Mount Sinai where 
people received the law that enslaved them. 25 And now Jerusalem is just like Mount Sinai in Arabia, 
because she and her children live in slavery to the law. 26 But the other woman, Sarah, represents the 
heavenly Jerusalem. She is the free woman, and she is our mother. 27 As Isaiah said, “Rejoice, O 
childless woman, you who have never given birth! Break into a joyful shout, you who have never been 
in labor! For the desolate woman now has more children than the woman who lives with her husband!” 
28 And you, dear brothers and sisters, are children of the promise, just like Isaac. 29 But you are now 
being persecuted by those who want you to keep the law, just as Ishmael, the child born by human 
effort, persecuted Isaac, the child born by the power of the Spirit. 30 But what do the Scriptures say 
about that? “Get rid of the slave and her son, for the son of the slave woman will not share the 
inheritance with the free woman’s son.” 31 So, dear brothers and sisters, we are not children of the 
slave woman; we are children of the free woman. 
 

Gospel Parables 

Matt 7. 15 “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious 
wolves. 16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad 
fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So every tree 
that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20 Yes, just as you can 
identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 
 
Matt 9. 10 Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with 
many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. 11 But when the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such scum?” 12When Jesus heard this, he said, “Healthy 
people don’t need a doctor—sick people do.” 13 Then he added, “Now go and learn the meaning of this 
Scripture: ‘I want you to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.’ For I have come to call not those who think 
they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.” A Discussion about Fasting 14One day the 
disciples of John the Baptist came to Jesus and asked him, “Why don’t your disciples fast like we do 
and the Pharisees do?” 15 Jesus replied, “Do wedding guests mourn while celebrating with the groom? 
Of course not. But someday the groom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast. 16 
“Besides, who would patch old clothing with new cloth? For the new patch would shrink and rip away 
from the old cloth, leaving an even bigger tear than before. 17 “And no one puts new wine into old 
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wineskins. For the old skins would burst from the pressure, spilling the wine and ruining the skins. New 
wine is stored in new wineskins so that both are preserved.” 
 
Matt 13. 18 “Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer planting seeds: 19 The 
seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about the Kingdom and don’t 
understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts. 20 
The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 
21 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have 
problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 22 The seed that fell among the thorns 
represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of 
this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23 The seed that fell on good soil represents 
those who truly hear and understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a 
hundred times as much as had been planted!” 
 
Matt 13. 36 Then, leaving the crowds outside, Jesus went into the house. His disciples said, “Please 
explain to us the story of the weeds in the field.” 37 Jesus replied, “The Son of Man is the farmer who 
plants the good seed. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed represents the people of the 
Kingdom. The weeds are the people who belong to the evil one. 39 The enemy who planted the weeds 
among the wheat is the devil. The harvest is the end of the world, and the harvesters are the angels. 40 
“Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the world. 41 The 
Son of Man will send his angels, and they will remove from his Kingdom everything that causes sin and 
all who do evil. 42 And the angels will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s Kingdom. Anyone 
with ears to hear should listen and understand! Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl 44 “The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid 
it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field. 45 “Again, the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. 46When he discovered a pearl of great 
value, he sold everything he owned and bought it!  
 
Matt 13.47 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a fishing net that was thrown into the water and 
caught fish of every kind. 48When the net was full, they dragged it up onto the shore, sat down, and 
sorted the good fish into crates, but threw the bad ones away. 49 That is the way it will be at the end of 
the world. The angels will come and separate the wicked people from the righteous, 50 throwing the 
wicked into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 Do you understand 
all these things?” “Yes,” they said, “we do.” 52 Then he added, “Every teacher of religious law who 
becomes a disciple in the Kingdom of Heaven is like a homeowner who brings from his storeroom new 
gems of truth as well as old.” 
 
Matt 15. 10 Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “Listen,” he said, “and try to understand. 
11 It’s not what goes into your mouth that defiles you; you are defiled by the words that come out of 
your mouth.” 12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you realize you offended the Pharisees 
by what you just said?” 13 Jesus replied, “Every plant not planted by my heavenly Father will be 
uprooted, 14 so ignore them. They are blind guides leading the blind, and if one blind person guides 
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another, they will both fall into a ditch.” 15 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Explain to us the parable that 
says people aren’t defiled by what they eat.” 16 “Don’t you understand yet?” Jesus asked. 17 “Anything 
you eat passes through the stomach and then goes into the sewer. 18 But the words you speak come 
from the heart—that’s what defiles you. 19 For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all 
sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander. 20 These are what defile you. Eating with unwashed hands 
will never defile you.” 
 
Matt 25. 31 “But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the 
people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35 For I was 
hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me 
into your home. 36 I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in 
prison, and you visited me.’ 37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you 
hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38Or a stranger and show you 
hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’ 40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’ 41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, 
‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons. 42 For I 
was hungry, and you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. 43 I was a stranger, 
and you didn’t invite me into your home. I was naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in 
prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ 44 “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’ 45 “And he will answer, ‘I tell you 
the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help 
me.’ 46 “And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.” 
 
John 15.1 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine 
that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even 
more. 3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 4 Remain in me, 
and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot 
be fruitful unless you remain in me. 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in 
me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does 
not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a 
pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you 
want, and it will be granted! 8When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great 
glory to my Father. 


